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2011 Scholarship Winners

Awarding education grants and scholarships to 
low-income individuals residing in federally 
assisted rental housing owned, managed, or 
administered by NLHA members

NLHA EDUCATION 

FUND
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2011 AIMCO Scholarship Winners

Diane Koontz- A single mother of three 

young boys the founder and president 

of Low Income Opportunities Inc.

Fattahi Fatmeh- Enrolled at  

George Mason University as a 

Nursing student, she is an active 

participant in the Kurdistan 

Student Organization and the 

Student Nurses Association. 



+
2011 AIMCO Scholars

Markita Redwell– Enrolling in Harrington 

College of Design. Markita volunteers her 

time with Action Now, an organization that 

empowers and uplifts urban neighborhoods.

Stephanie Brooks—Currently 

enrolled in South College, she 

has been a CNA for the past five 

years.



+
2011 AIMCO Scholars

Jessica Simon- Enrolled in Baker College of 

Owosso Nursing Program. Hopes to specialize 

in pediatrics once at school.

Quynh Nguyen- Quynh is a National Merit 

Scholarship semi-finalist. She is deciding 

between her choice of Notre Dame, 

Harvard or Yale.



+
2011 AIMCO Scholars

Jenifer Chan-Nhu Nguyen-Jenny is currently 

enrolled at UCLA studying American literature 

and culture. An intern with the Tiger Woods 

Foundation.

Kendarius Talton- Studying to be a Nurse 

Anesthetist at University of Louisiana Monroe.



+
2011 AIMCO Scholars

Genesis Pena- Studying at Parsons The 

New School for Design. Eventually 

hopes to start her very own clothing 

line.

Shanise Perez- The first to attend college in 

her family, she is enrolled at Massachusetts 

College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Samuel Banya—2010 Neil Churchill Scholarship 

winner, Studying Biotech at East Strasburg 

University of Pennsylvania. 

Joanna Fernandez—Studying Media and 

Cinema studies at DePaul University.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Tina Liu-Studying Biology at the University of Hawaii 

at Manoa with hopes of becoming a pharmacist.

 Jenny Ngo- Created a mathematics Clean-Up 

Organization in high-school dedicated to improving the

environment.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Key-Aira Jones- Currently enrolled at Saint Mary’s 

College of California studying to become a 

teacher.

Trameciea White-Studying to become a Nurse at 

the University of Memphis.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Joel Wright- Overcame a personal battle
with blindness to succeed at the highest
level of education at Thomas Moore
College.

Rebecca Solis-Lopez- Spent much of her 
high-school career volunteering at the 
Boys and Girls club and assisting in 
church events.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Melaku Misikir-Works full time to support

his family while studying full time to

become a nurse.

Kailie Ann Bailey-Studying to become a nurse at 

Kellogg Community College.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Jenny Liu- A Biology major at University of 

Hawaii at Manoa and an active volunteer 

with Relay for Life.

Meghan Ripka- A National Honor Society member 

pursuing a degree in Criminal Justice this fall. 



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Thanh Lu- Former Neil Churchill Scholarship winner 

studying Accounting and History at Saint Mary’s 

College of California.

Damaris Garduno- A 4.0 student in high-school 

hoping to double major in Communications and 

Biology with a minor in Sociology.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Jennifer Le- She will be studying Business

Management at Pennsylvania State University

this fall.

Paolo Colon- A National Honor Society member 

with hopes of becoming a forensic accountant.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Jacqueline Miner- Attending ITT Technical Institute 

pursuing a degree in Information Technology.

Ashley Taylor- A National Honor Society member 

looking to pursue a degree in Engineering.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Anwar Addae- Interested in Studying Psychology 

at University of  Maryland, Duke, or NYU. 

Ferehiwot Abate- Attending University of  Virginia with hopes 

of becoming a nurse.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Jeremy Adams-Enrolled at Mississippi State 

University working hard to become a Physician.

Luis Cruz- Studying Education at Universidad El Este 

with hopes of becoming a teacher.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Angelique Mcguire- Studying at San Francisco 

University and an advocate for youth in foster 

care.

Amber Seager- Studying International Business 

and Trade with dreams of owning her own 

organization one day.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Rachel Anne Short- Overcame a visual learning 

disability to study Education with dreams of 

becoming a teacher.

Katelynn Sims- Volunteers at a local assisted 

living facility while she studies to become a 

nurse.



+
2011 AIMCO SCHOLARS

Yanesa Valdez- A habitat for Humanity volunteer 

with aspirations to become a doctor.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

Wendy Smith- Studying at Grand Canyon University Doctoral College

workings toward her Ed.D.

Quin Cao- Working towards attaining her 

Teachers Certificate at the Sound Circle 

Center.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

Choicelle Jackson—A disabled veteran and single 

mother of two she is studying to become a nurse.

Tiffany Baker- A Single mother of two pursuing a 

career as a cardiology technician.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

Joseph Blanton-Hoping to eventually open his own 

group home to take care of people with disabilities.

Pamela Mills-Studying Library Informatics at 

Northern Kentucky University.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

Gladyn Esther Minzey- Hoping to attain her 
degree in social work in 2013 to work for 
children services.

Nicole Nelson—A member of the PHI THETA 
KAPPA Honor Society, she hopes to work in 
social work with a specialty in Substance 
Abuse.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

Laverne Tsosie—A single mother of three daughters, 

she is pursuing her Justice administration degree at 

Brookline College.

Angela Tuika– Studying Fashion Technology with the hopes of starting

her own clothing line dedicated to customary Samoan attire.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

Mehrnoush Aliaghaei—Studying filmmaking, writing, 

and production at Columbia University Masters of 

Fine Arts.

Tiana Camphor--- Studying Early Childhood 

Education at Chicago State University.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

LaToya Hall---Actively involved in My Sisters Place: an 

advocacy and support agency for women.

James Hope—Studying Digital Film & 

Video at the Art Institute of Portland.



+
2011 Mary Lou Manzie Scholars

Shelly Russell---A breast cancer survivor she is 

studying Accounting at Oklahoma State 

University with hopes of becoming a CPA.



+
2011 William Gandert Scholars

Kai Hawkins- Studying at Los Angeles Harbor 

College in order to become a Registered Nurse.

Molly Johnson—The first of her family to attend 

college, she is studying Marine Biology at UC- Santa 

Cruz.



+
2011 Neil Churchill Scholars

Rudy Pratt- Working towards obtaining her Masters of Social Work at 

the Mandel School of Social Work.

Sonya Boyd—Studying Non-Profit Management 

and Leadership at Capella University.



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors

PLATINUM

($10,001-Over)

Patti Shwayder

AIMCO

Denver, CO



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors

GOLD

($3,001-$10,000)

Jim Lampman

CB Richard Ellis

Seattle, WA



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors
Silver

($1,000 - $3,000)

Stephen Salup

Starrett Corporation

New York, New York

****

Terri Preston

(Baker Tilly) 

Waunakee, WI 





+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors
Bronze

(Up to $999)

Jerry Benoit

(Nan McKay and Associates)

Gambrills, MD 

****

Laura Burns

The Eagle Point Companies

Portland, ME



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors
Bronze

(Up to $999)

Carlos Hernandez

(RI Housing)

Providence, RI

****

Dorli Bokel

Quadel Consulting Corporation 

Washington, DC



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors
Bronze

(Up to $999)

Jan Christina

William M. Crawford Co., Inc.

San Pedro, CA

****

Martha Jones

Winchester, MA



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors

Bronze

(Up to $999)

Stephen Kaplan

Dix Hill, NY

****

Allison Kunis

(Related)

New York, NY



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors
Bronze

(Up to $999)

Belmont Housing Resources for WNY

Buffalo, NY

****

Martin Kravet

Royal Abstract of New York LLC

New York, NY



+
Thank You to the 2011 Scholarship 

Benefactors
Bronze

(Up to $999)

Karen Lally

(Davenport Associates)

Harrisville, RI

****

Housing Authority of the County of Beaver

Beaver, PA


